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Programme Director,  

Honourable Minister of Human Settlements, Water and Sanitation        

Ms Lindiwe Sisulu  

Honourable Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs  

Dr Nkosazana Dlamini – Zuma  

His Excellency, Ambassador of Japan Mr Maruyama Norio   

Representatives of JICA under the leadership of Mr Seki 

Officials from SALGA   

Officials from DWS  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Greetings to you all  

Program Director, we are converging here today to discuss a subject of 
National importance water. Such a discussion is unfolding during a vital 
day, World Water Day under the theme: valuing water. This theme is 
relevant and of significant importance given our observations that the 
public at large seem not to have an understanding and appreciation of 
the value of water.   

Programme Director, municipalities derive revenue from various 
sources. Key amongst these sources is water and sanitation. Water 
accounts to 10,2% whilst sewerage and sanitation 4,1%. Combined, 
water and sanitation accounts as the 4th largest municipal income. 
Noting this income source, our current state of non-revenue is 
undesirable. Our average non-revenue water is between 39% - 41% 
compared to Japan’s 10%. Of course our aspiration is to match Japan’s 
and any other Country that is below 10%. Ladies and Gentlemen it is 
worth noting that municipalities Japan and South Africa have begun 
sharing ideas, experiences and solutions on this subject through joint 
webinars convened by SALGA – Japan Water Works Association. His 
Excellency, ambassador, Maruyama, we are grateful of the emerging 
partnership between SALGA and JWWA in this area of work. Such 
would supplement the training offered through the Infrastructure Branch 
Training Centre.   
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Programme Director, I’m informed that the project has achieved over 
80% of its milestones since inception. The balance of the milestones 
could not be attained due to Covid19. However there are plans in place 
to ensure the project fully attains its set milestones and beyond. Plans to 
this effective includes amongst others (1) a 3 year sustainability and (2) 
funding business plans respectively. These plans will be presented for 
consideration and approval at the upcoming Joint Coordinating 
Committee scheduled for the 25 March 2021. His Excellency, 
Ambassador, Maruyama, we wish to comfort you that the project will 
continue to unfold beyond March as per the activities of the 
aforementioned plans.  

The Training 

We are pleased that the training offered to municipalities though this first 
of its kind in the Country project was a combination of theory and work 
place training (practical). These were made possible with the support of 
JICA experts, DWS and municipal facilitators. Furthermore that trainees 
were exposed to the training yard and innovation technological 
equipment such as leak detection procured from Japan and Europe. 
UMgungundlovu as a beneficiary municipality has already outlined the 
benefits reap from this project and the same testimony will be said by 
the other 9 beneficiary municipalities covering 8 of the nine provinces.   

Notwithstanding this humongous challenge, municipalities are hard at 
work attempting to arrest this stubborn challenge through a number of 
interventions. In my municipality – Polokwane City – we have partnered 
with Anglo American and AbInbev in ensuring security of water supply in 
Polokwane. Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality in partnership with 
Japan International Cooperation Agency and DBSA collaborated on a 
non-revenue water pilot project in Reiger Park. These are just a few 
example of initiatives unfolding in municipalities. Honourable Ministers it 
is evident that efforts to overcome non-revenue water challenges require 
partnerships. His 2017 budget speech the then Minister of Finance 
Honourable Pravin Gordhan said and I quote “Ditau ge di shumishana di 
ka bolaya nare” (if lions work as a team they will being down even a 
Buffalo). The same principle applies in our collective endeavours of 
arresting non-revenue water.  
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National Non-Revenue Water Programme 

Programme Director, SALGA working together with Development Bank 
of Southern Africa, Departments of Water and Sanitation, Cooperative 
Governance and Transitional Affairs and Municipal Infrastructure support 
Agency have initiated the design of a National Programme on Non-
Revenue Water. The primary objective of the programme is to 
supplement all non-revenue water initiatives by municipalities, secondly 
promote the 5 pillars of water conservation and demand management 
and lastly scale up access to non-revenue water projects funding. The 
programme is anticipated to be readily designed by end of this calendar 
year. Honourable Ministers, it might be vital for all of us to advocate and 
garner for political will and support all intergovernmental structures to in 
the approval and implementation of this vital programme. His Excellency 
Ambassador Maruyama we wish to request the Japanese Government 
to consider supporting us as in design the programme.  

In conclusion on behalf of SALGA, we wish to thank the Japanese 
Government for their support. The Department of Water and Sanitation 
for the partnership. Honourable Minister Sisulu we wish to thank you for 
your continuous support and leadership in the spearheading the water 
sector in the right director. 

 

I thank you 

 


