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Dear colleagues and friends, and  
Dear members of the UCLG family and of the municipal movement, 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
  
 
This gathering is becoming a true corner-stone of our movement and organisation. 
I am most pleased to be able to share with you this space for candid discussion 
where our aspirations and hopes are blended into concrete actions.  
 
This retreat is all the more significant as this is a Congress year. As an African 
and a South African, I am most pleased to have this big celebration taking place 
in Durban. 
 
Dear friends, we need to ensure our discussions remain relevant to our 
membership.  
 
We need to strike the right balance between what matters to the world and the 
day-to-day business of our communities and our neighborhoods. 
 
The UCLG Congress needs to be relevant to the membership, to the movement 
and to the world. It needs to be relevant to all stakeholders.  
 
I sincerely hope this gathering will reflect our full strength, the diversity of our 
organisation, and our capacity to work with others. 
 
For years, we have called for cities to be listened to, and it is equally important to 
provide a space for dialogue that allows us to reflect on our policies and solutions.  
This will be the only way we can foster transformation we need.  
 
We want to take a step further and not only invite partners and stakeholders to 
join us but to actually help us shape our global policies to shape the communities 
of the future. 
 
Our quest for a seat at the global table is not an aim in itself. It is about 
transformation of governance, about different decision-making mechanisms with 
different stakeholders.    
 
Local and regional governments are used to a different type of governance to 
share responsibilities and this is why we should no longer wait for multilateral 
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spaces to be open to us in order to interact with our internationally organised 
communities  
 
2018 was the year of Partnerships for our World Organization. Partnerships that 
can ensure that local and regional governments do not face the global challenges 
by themselves, that allow us to deliver on our key commitments.  
 
I have often stated a simple reality: we cannot achieve everything that we are set 
to achieve on our own, and thus we need to build upon, strengthen and enhance 
these partnerships moving forward. 
 
Our 6th World Congress is the consolidation of our strategy, as well as the 
beginning of a new era for our World Organization. Building the Congress needs 
to allow us to develop new ways of thinking, new formats of debate and, of course, 
new solutions for our communities. 
 
We are ready to deliver on a Congress that builds strong links among citizens 
and the civil society and that leaves no-one and no place behind; a Congress that 
can promote local democracy and lay the groundwork for a true multi-level 
governance system.  
 
Colleagues, the future is in our hands, and we must be brave enough to shape it 
in a way that will benefit our communities. 
 
I thank you.  


