
Transportation 
infrastructure: 
The arteries of South Africa’s economy. 

When Transport Minister Fikile Mbalula told 
SALGA’s inaugural meeting of the newly elected 
National Executive Committee (NEC) in April this 
year that South Africa’s road network is the largest 
and longest interconnected road network in sub-
Saharan Africa and the tenth longest in the world, he 
underscored how roads are the very vital arteries of an 
economy. 

Covering approximately 750,811km of roads, South Africa’s road networks 
connect manufacturers to markets, people to jobs, students to schools, and the 
unwell to hospitals.

Roads, rail systems and other forms of transportation infrastructure are therefore 
critical enablers of economic growth and development. 

Given that municipalities are responsible for investments in local infrastructure, including 
roads, local governments have joined the Department of Transport and the South African 
National Roads Agency (SANRAL) as important partners in a nationwide campaign to repair 
potholes across the country. 

Operation Vala Zonke, a 16-month national project to repair potholes across national, provincial, and 
municipal roads was launched in August this year. The initiative is spearheaded by SANRAL and will also 
see national, provincial, local government and road authorities collaborate on interventions aimed at 
ensuring that the overall condition of roads is in a safe and drivable state.

This is one of the many programmes where municipalities are collaborating with other spheres of 
government and public entities to improve the condition of the country’s transport infrastructure. 

It is for this reason that SALGA joins together with the three spheres of government and public entities this 
Transport Month, to highlight the importance of transportation infrastructure in supporting our economy 
and improving our quality of life.

Commemorative events

•	 National Marine Month, from 1 to 31 October 2020 creates awareness of South Africa’s marine 
and	coastal	environments	and	the	benefits	that	our	oceans	bring	to	our	nation.	The	month-long	
celebrations	of	National	Marine	Month	include	various	programmes	of	events	in	different	parts	of	the	
country including the Western Cape, Northern Cape, Southern Cape, Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, and 
Gauteng.



•	 Social Development Month (SDM), from 1 to 31 October 2022 is celebrated annually to mark our 
nation’s commitment to caring for the most vulnerable in society. The campaign, held in conjunction 
with the National Development Agency (NDA) and the South African Social Security Agency (SASSA), 
also aims to inform communities of the various social security programmes available to them and how 
these can be accessed.

•	 The	United	Nations	has	designated	the	first	Monday	of	October	of	every	year	as	World	Habitat	Day.	The	
purpose	of	World	Habitat	Day	is	to	reflect	on	the	state	of	our	towns	and	cities,	and	on	the	basic	right	
of all to adequate shelter. It is also intended to remind the world that we all have the power and the 
responsibility to shape the future of our cities and towns.

•	 The	first	International	Day	of	Rural	Women	was	observed	on	15	October	2008.	This	day,	established	
by the General Assembly in its resolution 62/136 of 18 December 2007, recognises “the critical role 
and contribution of rural women, including indigenous women, in enhancing agricultural and rural 
development, improving food security, and eradicating rural poverty.

•	 World Food Day provides an occasion to highlight the plight of 870 million undernourished people 
in the world. Most of them live in rural areas where their main source of income is agriculture. Global 
warming and the biofuel boom are now threatening to push the number of hungry even higher.

•	 United Nations Day, on 24 October, marks the anniversary of the day in 1945 when the UN Charter 
entered	into	force.	UN	Day,	celebrated	every	year,	offers	the	opportunity	to	amplify	our	common	
agenda	and	reaffirm	the	purposes	and	principles	of	the	UN	Charter	that	have	guided	us	for	the	past	
76 years.

•	 The United Nations has designated every 31st of October as World Cities Day. The Day is 
expected to greatly promote the international community’s interest in global urbanisation, 
push forward cooperation among countries in meeting opportunities and addressing 
challenges of urbanisation, and contributing to sustainable urban development around 
the world.

Follow hashtag:

#InspiringServiceDelivery, #Kasi2Kasi, #Asisho and look out for more activities planned for 
the 20 Years of Democratic Local Government on the SALGA website: 
www.salga.org.za and all our social media platforms including 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Also, be sure to tune into Kasi2Kasi, the television component 
of SALGA’s Asisho Let’s Say It! Campaign, which takes 
viewers on a deep dive into how municipalities are 
intimately connected to people’s everyday hopes and 
challenges.

Anchored by media professional, Ayanda Allie, 
Kasi2Kasi airs every Friday on SABC 1 @ 4:30 
pm.


