
Local governments and their 
communities as advocates 

for the protection of the 
environment

Local governments play a major role in not only 
implementing and enforcing laws and regulations that 
protect and sustain the environment, but also educating 
households and businesses on how they can play a part in 
combating climate change. 

To drive this point home, the South African Local 
Government Association (SALGA) and the City of Tshwane 
(CoT), on Friday, 3 June 2022, hosted the first of a two-
part hybrid World Environment Day 2022- Environmental 
Education Seminar at the Tshwane House Chamber under 
the theme “Only One Earth”- Environmental Education for 
the protection of planet Earth.

The overall aim of the seminar series is to educate 
councillors and their local communities about the City 
of Tshwane Environmental Education and Awareness 
Programme and the municipality’s environmental 
programs and initiatives.

The second seminar will be hosted on Friday, 10 June 
2022 and will focus on the participation of youth in 
environmental protection. Special focus will be given to 
environmental education programmes that empower 
schools and youth groups within the environmental field. 

The expected outcome for the second session is to 
develop a common city-wide environmental education 
project that will be supported by different stakeholders to 
benefit youth-led ecowarrior groups and schools.

Seminar highlights.

In her opening remarks, Tshwane MMC for Environment 
and Agriculture Management Cllr. Katlego Mathebe, 
emphasised the importance of World Environment Day, 
observed on June 5 every year, and the obligations local 
governments and communities had towards nature and 
its conservation.

“We saw it fit to convene this seminar so that when we 
commemorate World Environment Day, we will share with 
councillors what this day means. I hope this seminar will 
stimulate the thinking of councillors and various political 
parties about the city’s environmental policies,” she said.

Abel Malaka from the City of Tshwane Environment and 
Agriculture Management Department, spoke about the 
importance of safeguarding the health of the earth and 
its finite resources.

He added that the significance of World Environment 
Day called for a rethink in some of the policy choices 
and transformative actions of governments, cities, and 
communities to protect and sustain the environment.

01

SALGA and the City of Tshwane mark World 
Environment Day with the planting of a tree behind the 

city’s council offices



“This theme calls for transformation and change in 
policies and choices to enable cleaner and greener and 
sustainable living in harmony with nature,” Mr Malaka 
said.

SALGA Environmental Management & Sustainability 
Senior Advisor, Slindile Maphumulo, briefed the 
seminar’s online and physical participants about the local 
government association’s work to address climate change 
and environmental issues.

Some of the work includes the provision of expert support 
and advice on behalf of local government in various policy 
matters related to environment and climate change

Ms Maphumulo explained that combating climate 
change was not only a priority focus for SALGA but also its 
member municipalities. 

She added that councils and communities had an 
important role to play in leading and championing 
measures to protect and conserve the environment.

The seminar’s participants were then treated to a fun 
theatre play on water saving tips in the home by the Rand 
Water Industrial Theatre.

The play saw “Manzini”, a water conservation expert, 
educate a water-wasting family on small but meaningful 
ways to save water. 

Amulet Thobane, Director for Environmental Education 
and Awareness Programmes at the City of Tshwane, 
outlined the city’s corporate environmental education 
internal programme, which focuses on ecosystems, 
environmental pollution, sustainable development, 
environmental legislation, and anthropogenic 
environmental disasters.

She added that the programme targeted Tshwane 
councillors and aimed to educate them on environmental 
issues and how they could take personal action to protect 
and conserve the environment. 

Play your part and protect nature and the 
environment by clicking on the link to sign an 
environmental pledge: http://www.salga.org.za/
Documents/Documents%20and%20Publications/
Publications/Environmental%20Pledge.pdf 

END

“Earth has over 7 billion people residing in it and all 
of us are living on one earth. It is our responsibility as 
humans to look after the earth. We must educate each 
other to implement practical solutions to make sure 
that we keep our environment and air spaces clean”- 
Tshwane MMC for Environment and Agriculture 
Management Cllr. Katlego Mathebe.

A fun and interactive theatre play on water saving 
tips in the home by the Rand Water Industrial 

Theatre


