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Opening Address by the President of the United Cities and Local 

Governments (UCLG) and the South African Local Government 

Association (SALGA), Cllr Mpho Parks Tau, at the UCLG Executive 

Bureau in Montevideo, Argentina 

 

06 April 2019 

 

Distinguished mayors and councillors,  

UCLG Co-Presidents and Vice-Presidents,  

Dear colleagues and friends 

All protocol observed: 

 

Introduction 

It is a pleasure to be here in the beautiful city of Montevideo. Allow me, before I 

start, to take a moment to thank Mayor Daniel Martínez for hosting us, and to 

thank you all, local and regional leaders, for your presence here today and for 

your ongoing work and contributions to our World Organization and to our 

Global municipal movement. 

 

Political priorities  

Allow me also to take a moment, finally, to commend the members that have 

participated in the debates promoted by the Policy Councils in Buenos Aires, as 

well as to those who were involved in our 3rd Culture Summit, which occupies 

an important space at the core of our World Organization.  

As I said yesterday at the closing of the Summit, I think we are on a great path 

towards fostering cohesion between our policy positions and braking silos.  

Rest assured, you are all integral for the future of this organisation and your 

value shines through the initiatives and ideas that you bring to the table. I want 

you to know that your priorities are also our priorities.   

I am certain that the ideas exchanged will shape the actions and advocacy 

positions of our World Organization.  

I truly believe that UCLG has a great opportunity to trigger world-wide 

transformation by including the perspective of local and regional governments in 

our global agendas.  

It is therefore, with great pride that I recall that we have a wealth of partnerships 

backing us up. These are partnerships with important thinkers and 

constituencies that are willing to help us shape future action.   



2 
 

Dear colleagues,  

Localisation of the global agendas - local finance 

Ensuring that our role as local and regional governments in development is 

recognised internationally is at the core of what we do as a World organization.   

Our efforts to ensure that global agendas are owned by local communities is 

essential for global development.  

Our commitment, our political will, our experience and our vision is the only way 

in which the global agendas can be implemented and effectively brought to life.  

To this extent, enabling environments that foster this leadership from the 

bottom-up, will be critical to ensure that the communities get ready for the 

transformation that the ecological transition requires from us.  

It needs to be a transformation driven by hopes, dreams and expectations, not 

one driven by fear and despair. It needs to be a transformation that builds on 

our diversity and that trusts that a better way to organise life and to live together 

is possible.  

This is the type of hands-on positive message that our worldwide movement is 

bringing to the international debate.   

Among our key requests is a redefinition of the financial frameworks, a bold 

change in the multilateral governance architecture and deeper renewed 

democracy that allows for more resilient and fair societies. 

Dear colleagues,  

Inequality is at the very origin of most of our challenges as humanity. It is also 

something that is best overcome with local policies and international solidarity.  

We should not forget, however, that access to resources is critical to create 

capacity and deliver the type of services that communities need and that are the 

underlying force for the achievement of our ambitious 2030 Agenda. 

UCLG is taking strides to change the current paradigm and towards developing 

an ecosystem that allows finance to reach the communities that need it the 

most. The Municipal Investment Fund that we have set up together with the 

United Nations Capacity Development Fund is a step in that direction.  

Dear friends,  

The future of the world organization  

As you all know, 2019 is the year of our World Summit of Local and Regional 

Leaders, which we are proud to host in South Africa. This World Congress 

should see the consolidation of our strategy and the starting point of the next 

phase of the municipal movement. 
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Our contribution to the new governance architecture needs to be grounded not 

only in the formal competences we can marshal and deliver on, but also, and 

most importantly, in voicing the real expectations and dreams of the 

communities we represent.  

We are currently the ones that are raising hands on the risks that our societies 

face. We are warning about the effects of disorderly migration, of lack of 

housing, of gentrification, of climate change, and of the development of 

technologies that only benefit a few. 

We will need to also become the sentinels of the dreams, creativity and rights of 

our youth who look at the future with hopeful eyes.   

We need to be vigilant to develop mobility, public spaces and social 

infrastructures that provide cohesion and fair access for all groups of our 

society, and particularly those more vulnerable or marginalised.  

There cannot be peace if we do not foster intergenerational dialogues. Peace 

and harmony depend on trusting each other and in understanding our 

differences and learning to deal with conflict in ways that do not lead to 

violence.   

 

Conclusion 

Colleagues, we need to walk the talk. Transforming the global governance 

structure is not an aim in itself. It needs to be the key to resilience to facing 

whatever challenges we have to face as cohesive communities.  

We need to lead the way for the international system to follow. The next frontier 

of the international municipal movement needs to build on our capacity to listen 

to the communities not only back home but also in the global stage.  

Cities, local and regional governments are listening. Our communities are 

requesting us to be brave and to lead the way towards transformation that will 

leave no one and no place behind.  

I thank you.  


